IO2                                                              THE   PROBLEM   OF   AUTHORITY
But the idea of writing the Institutes and of what he would say
in them must have been already forming itself in his mind.
Perhaps he was in Orleans, where he had written the Psychopanny-
chia, until the end of 1534; at the beginning of 1535 he was on a
journey necessitated by the violent persecution of Protestants
which was now breaking out in France. Despite the fact that he
reapplied himself diligently to the study of Hebrew, helped
Olivetan in the preparation of his translation of the Bible, and,
at some time in the course of the year, re-wrote the Psychopannychia,
he handed to the printer Plattner in August the manuscript of the
first edition of the Institutes, which duly appeared in print in
February or March 1536.
It is quite certain that by the time that he finished writing the
first form of the Institutes he had fully recognized the problem of
authority, and the fact that he was in conflict with the Catholic
Church in the matter.  For in the course of his treatment of the
Church's power he says:  cHas the  Church no power?   This
question makes many of the simpler people anxious, and it is
these to whom we particularly write. Our answer is: the Church
certainly has power, but power which is given to it for building up,
not for destroying; those who use this power aright reckon that
they are nothing more than servants of Christ and dispensers of
the mysteries of God.  To define this power correctly, you must
call it the ministry of the Word of God.1  For it was defined in
these terms by Christ when he bade his apostles go and teach all
nations whatever he had commanded them.   I wish that those
who in the past have ruled the Church of God, and those who rule
it now, had remembered that the principle of this command was
enjoined upon them. . . . Whatever authority and dignity the
Scripture gives, either to prophets, or to priests, or to apostles,
or to the successors of the apostles, we have stated before that it is
given not to the men themselves, but to the ministry which is in
their charge; or5 to put it more briefly, to the Word of God, into
the ministry of which they are called.  If we go over all classes in
order, we shall find that neither prophets nor priests, apostles nor
disciples, were endowed with the power of commanding or teach-
ing anything, or of making any reply to questions except in the
name and Word of God.'  The passage then treats in order the
various classes of people whom he has mentioned, proves his point
about each of them by means of liberal quotations from the Bible,
and then proceeds (he has just referred to the Incarnation): {And
1 ministerium wrbi Dei.